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(54) Protein-starch composition and a meat emulsion containing the same 



(57) A low viscosity, high gel strength protein-starch 
composition is provided. The protein-starch composi- 
tion contains a protein material and a starch material 
which are complexed together where the starch material 
is in a substantially non -gelatinised state. The protein- 
starch composition has a low viscosity prior to cooking, 
yet has a high gel strength after being cooked. A meat 
emulsion is also provided which contains a meat mate- 
rial and the protein-starch composition. A process is pro- 
vided for forming the protein-starch composition in 
which an aqueous slurry of a protein material is formed, 



the protein in the slurry is denatured by subjecting the 
slurry to temperatures sufficient to denature the protein, 
a starch material is mixed into the slurry of denatured 
protein, and the slurry of starch and protein material is 
spray dried under conditions which cause the protein 
material and starch material to complex without gelati- 
nising the starch material. A process for forming a meat 
emulsion with the protein -starch composition is provid- 
ed in which a meat material and the protein-starch com- 
position are blended together under conditions insuffi- 
cient to gelatinise the starch material in the protein- 
starch composition. 
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Description 



[0001 ] The present invention relates to a low viscosity, high gel strength protein-starch composition , a meat emulsion 
containing the same, and a process for producing the protein-starch composition and meat emulsion. More particularly, 

5 the present invention relates to a protein-starch composition containing a complex of a protein material and a starch 
where the starch is substantially in its native nongelatinised conformation, and a meat emulsion containing the same. 
[0002] Protein materials are widely used to supplement meat products since meat is more scarce world-wide, and 
much more expensive, than protein materials, which are relatively abundant. For example, soy protein materials such 
as soy isolates and soy concentrates are commonly used as meat analogues or as meat extenders. The protein ma- 

10 terials may be used in several forms of meat products, for example, a protein material may be mixed with ground meat 
to form meat patties useful for hamburgers, meat loafs, or other minced meat applications, or a protein material may 
be mixed with meat and stuffed into casings to form frankfurters, sausages, or similar products. 
. [0003] Protein materials may be combined with plant components to reduce the cost of producing meat emulsions 
from the protein materials and to provide meat emulsions having improved meat-like characteristics. For example, 

'5 wheat flour may be co-dried with a vegetable protein material such as soy protein isolate to form a composition useful 
as a meat extending component in a pet food emulsion which provides gel strength to the emulsion upon pasteurisation. 
[0004] Carbohydrates from plant materials are commonly used with protein materials to provide desirable charac- 
teristics to the protein materials and meat emulsions containing such protein materials. Starch is a particularly useful 
carbohydrate for use in combination with protein materials since starch is abundant and can improve the texture and 

20 taste of meat emulsions formed with a supplemental protein material. ' r ^ 

[0005] Meat emulsions containing a protein material blended with starch have improved moisture and fat absorbing 
characteristics, which lead to improved taste and tenderness upon cooking the meat emulsion. In a study comparing 
the moisture retaining capacity of soy protein and a filler material formed of cold-blended soy protein and starch, the 
filler material was foundto have a higher moisture retaining capacity, and, therefore, was determined to be the preferred 

25 material for forming meat emulsions. I. Rogov & V. Dianova, Study of the Hygroscopic Properties of Meat and Meat 
Products, Myasnaya Industriya SSSR, No. 12, pp. 29-31 (1978). 

[0006] Dry-blended or cold-blended protein and starch mixes, while providing desirable moisture and fat absorbing 
characteristics in a meat emulsion, provide relatively poor gel strength and emulsion stability to a meat emulsion even 
after the emulsion is cooked. Gel strength and emulsion stability are desirable in a meat emulsion so the meat emulsion 

30 has a firm meat-like texture with a stable protein and moisture level. 

[0007] A starch-protein complex having an improved gel strength and emulsion stability is disclosed in U. S. Patent 
No. 4,159,982 to Hermansson. The starch-protein complex is formed by heating starch with an aqueous dispersion of 
casein at a temperature above the gelation temperature of the starch. The casein protein forms a complex with gelat- 
inised starch granules. The degree of gel strength of the complex is greater than that of the casein itself and the 

35 emulsion stability of the protein is improved. 

[0008] Gelatinisation of starch in the presence of protein to form a protein-starch complex, while improving the gel 
strength and emulsion stability of the protein, excessively increases the viscosity of the complex relative to a dry-blend 
of the protein and starch, as well as that of a meat emulsion material containing the complex relative to a meat emulsion 
containing a dry or cold-blended mixture of protein and starch. 

40 [0009] Processing the high viscosity protein-starch complex into a meat emulsion, and processing the resulting high 
viscosity meat emulsion material is difficult and expensive on a commercial scale since the high viscosity materials do 
not flow easily. 

[0010] What is needed, therefore, is a process for forming a low viscosity protein-starch composition and meat emul- 
sion containing the same which have a high gel strength and emulsion stability upon being cooked. 

45 [0011] The present invention is a protein -starch composition which has the advantage of having a relatively low 
viscosity in water compared with the prior art materials and yet which is capable of forming a firm gel upon cooking. 
The protein-starch composition contains a denatured protein material and a starch material. The protein material and 
the starch material are complexed, however, the starch material is in a substantially non-gelatinised state. 
[0012] ' In one embodiment of the invention, at least some of the starch material of the p'rotein-starch composition is 

50 partially encapsulated in fn~e~protein material. 

[0013] In another aspect, the invention is a meat emulsion containing a protein -starch composition and a meat ma- 
terial which are blended together. The protein-starch composition is formed of a protein material and a starch material, 
where the protein material and the starch material are complexed and the starch material is in a substantially non- 
gelatinised state. 

55 [0014] In yet another aspect, the invention is a process for forming a low viscosity protein-starch composition which 
has a high gel strength and emulsion stability upon being cooked. An aqueous slurry of a protein material is formed. 
The slurry of protein material is treated at a temperature and for a time effective to denature the protein material. A 
non-gelatinised starch material is then added to the slurry of denatured protein material at a slurry temperature below 
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the gelatinisation temperature of the starch material. The slurry of denatured protein material and starch material is 
spray-dried under conditions sufficient to substantially couple the protein material and the starch material yet insufficient 
to substantially gelatinise the starch material to form the protein-starch composition. 

[0015] In still another aspect, the present invention is a process for forming a low viscosity meat emulsion which 
5 attains a high gel strength and emulsion stability upon cooking. A prot in-starch composition is provided containing a 
starch material coupled to a protein material with the starch material being substantially in its native non-gelatinised 
conformation. An aqueous slurry is formed of the protein -starch composition, and the slurry is blended with a meat 
material to form a meat emulsion. 

[0016] The protein-starch composition of the present invention has a low viscosity well suited for use in large scale 
10 commercial production of meat emulsions, yet has a gel strength and emulsion stability comparable to a gelatinised 

- starch-protein complex once the composition is cooked. Prior to cooking the protein-starch composition of the invention , 
or a meat emulsion containing the composition, the starch of the protein-starch composition is coupled to the protein 
substantially in its native, non-gelatinised state. This substantially reduces the viscosity of the protein-starch compo- 
sition relative to a gelatinised starch-protein complex since gelatinised starch is much more viscous than non-gelati- 

, - is nised starch. Upon cooking the protein-starch composition or a meat emulsion containing the protein-starch composi- 

- tion, the closely associated protein and starch further complex as the starch is gelatinised by the cooking temperature, 
thereby developing a high gel strength and emulsion stability relative to a dry or cold-blended mix of protein and starch. 
[0017] FIG. 1 is a photograph of the protein-starch composition of the present invention depicting the non-gelatinised 
starch material encapsulated in the protein material. 

20 [0018] As used herein, gelatinised starch is defined as starch which has becdrneliydrated and swollen relative to 
its native state as a result of being treated at a temperature, pressure, or mechanical shear sufficient to disrupt the 
structure of the native starch. Gelatinised starch is more viscous in water than native, non-gelatinised starch since the 
swollen gelatinised starch granules frictionally interact and because some of the swollen starch granules rupture re- 
leasing amylose, which readily hydrogen bonds to form a gel. Non-gelatinised starch, as used herein, is defined as a 

25 starch in its native state which has not been gelatinised. 

[001 9] The protein material used in the process of the present invention to form the protein-starch composition should 
be capable of forming an emulsion with a meat material such as a ground meat or a minced meat, when the protein 
. material and meat material are blended together in an aqueous mixture. The protein material, therefore, should not be 
protein material have an average associated molecular weight greater than 30,000 daltons, and more preferably greater 

30 than 100,000 daltons, and most preferably between about 100,000 and 360,000 daltons, to ensure that the protein 
material is not excessively soluble in water under neutral pH conditions. 

[0020] The protein material used in the process of the present invention to form the protein-starch composition can 
be an animal protein material or a vegetable protein material. In one embodiment of the invention casein can be used 
as the protein material. Casein is prepared by coagulation of a curd from skim milk. The casein is coagulated by acid 

35 coagulation, natural souring, or rennet coagulation. To effect acid coagulation of casein a suitable acid, preferably 
hydrochloric acid, is added to milk to lower the pH of the milk to about the isoelectric point of the casein, preferably to 
a pH of about 4 to about 5, and most preferably to a pH of about 4.6 to about 4.8. To effect coagulation by natural 
souring milk is held in vats to ferment, causing lactic acid to form. The milk is fermented for a sufficient period of time 
to allow the formed lactic acid to coagulate a substantial portion of the casein in the milk. To effect coagulation of casein 

40 with rennet, sufficient rennet is added to the milk to precipitate a substantial portion of the casein in the milk. Acid 
coagulated, naturally soured, and rennet precipitated casein are all commercially available from numerous manufac- 
turers or supply houses. 

[0021] Preferably the protein material is a vegetable protein material since vegetable protein materials are inexpen- 
sive, abundant, and well suited for forming a protein -starch composition. Soy protein isolate, soy concentrate, or soy 
^5 flour are the preferred vegetable protein materials used in the process for forming the protein-starch composition al- 
though the protein-starch composition may also be formed from other vegetable and plant protein sources such as 
peas, wheat, and rapeseed. 

[0022] Soy flour, as that term is used herein, refers to a comminuted form of defatted soybean material, preferably 
containing less than 1% oil, formed of particles having a size such that the particles can pass through a No. 100 mesh 
50 (u. S. Standard) screenrfhe soybean material can be soy cake, chips, flakes, meal, or mixture of these materials, 
which are comminuted into a soy flour using conventional soy grinding processes. Soy flour has a soy protein content 
of about 40% to about 60%. 

[0023] Soy concentrate, as the term is used herein, refers to a soy protein materia! containing about 60% to about 
80% of soy protein. Soy concentrate is preferably formed from a commercially available defatted soy flake material 
55 from which the oil has been removed by solvent extraction. The soy concentrate is produced by washing the soy flake 
material with an aqueous solvent having a pH at about the isoelectric point of soy protein, preferably at a pH of about 
4 to about 5, and most pref rably at a pH of about 4.4 to about 4.6. The isoelectric wash removes a large amount of 
water soluble carbohydrates and other water soluble components from the flak s, but removes little of the protein. 
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thereby forming a soy concentrate which is dried after the isoelectric wash. 

[0024] Soy protein isolate, as the term is used herein, refers to a soy protein material containing about 80% or greater 
protein content, preferably about 90% or greater protein content, and most pref rably about 95% or greater protein 
content. In a most preferred embodiment of the invention, the prot in material used in the process of the invention is 

5 a soy protein isolate due to the high protein content of soy protein isolate. 

[0025] Soy protein isolate is preferably formed from a commercially available defatted soy flake material from which 
oil has been removed by solvent extraction. The soy flake material is extracted with an aqueous alkaline solution, 
typically a calcium hydroxide or a sodium hydroxide solution having a pH of about 6 to about 10, to form an extract 
containing protein and water soluble components of the soy flake material which is separated from the insoluble fibres 

io and cellulosic materials of the flakes. The extract is then treated with an acid to lower the pH of the extract to about 
the isoelectric point of the protein, preferably to a pH of about 4 to about 5, and most preferably to a pH of about 4.4 
to about 4.6, thereby precipitating the protein. The protein is then separated from the extract and dried using conven- 
tional separating and drying means to form the soy protein isolate. 

[0026] The protein material may be a modified protein material, where the protein material is modified by known 
15 processes to improve the suitability of the protein materia! for use in a meat emulsion. For example, a preferred protein 
material is a modified soy protein isolate having improved whiteness, as described in U.S. Patent No. 4,309,344, which 
is incorporated herein by reference. The modified soy protein isolate of improved whiteness is prepared by heating an 
aqueous solution of precipitated soy protein isolate, present in about 20% to about 30% by weight of the solution, to 
a temperature of about 115°F to about 145°F for about 1 to about 300 seconds, followed by concentration of the 
20 precipitated protein to a solids level of above about 44%. **' 

[0027] Soy protein isolates and modified soy protein isolates useful in the process of the invention are commercially 
available. Commercially available soy protein isolates that may be used in the invention include "Supro 500E", which 
is a modified soy protein isolate, and "Supra 515", both of which are available from Protein Technologies International, 
Checkerboard Square, St. Louis, Missouri. Hereafter the process of forming the protein-starch composition of the 
25 present invention will be described with respect to a soy protein isolate, however, other protein materials may be used 
in a similar manner. 

[0028] An aqueous slurry is formed of the soy protein isolate material. The aqueous slurry preferably contains about 
2% to about 30% soy protein isolate by weight, and most preferably contains about 1 5% to about 20% of the soy protein 
isolate by weight. The soy protein isolate is thoroughly mixed in the slurry for a period of time sufficient to mix the slurry 
30 by stirring, agitating, or blending the slurry with any conventional means for stirring, agitating, or blending capable of 
mixing the protein slurry. Preferably the slurry is mixed for about 15 minutes to about 1 hour, and most preferably for 
about 30 minutes to about 45 minutes at ambient temperatures. 

[0029] The slurry of soy protein material is treated to denature the protein material. The protein material is denatured 
to unfold the protein material so the protein-starch complex can be formed and to enhance the gel and emulsion forming 

35 properties of the protein material. The protein material can be thermally denatured by being treated at a temperature 
and for a time sufficient to denature the soy protein material. For example, the protein material may be denatured by 
treating the slurry at a temperature of about 75°C to about 1 60°C for a period of from about 2 seconds to about 2 hours. 
[0030] The preferred method of denaturing the soy protein material is treating the protein material slurry at a tem- 
perature elevated above ambient temperatures by injecting pressurised steam into the slurry for a time sufficient to 

40 substantially denature the protein material, hereafter defined as "jet-cooking". Jet-cooking slurries of protein material 
to denature the protein material is well-known and conventional in the art. The following description is a preferred 
method of jet-cooking a soy protein material slurry, however the invention is not limited to the described method and 
includes any known method of jet-cooking protein slurries. 

[0031] A protein material slurry is introduced into a jet-cooker feed tank where the soy protein material is kept in 
45 suspension with a mixer which agitates the slurry. The protein material slurry is directed from the feed tank to a pump 
which forces the slurry through a reactor tube. Steam is injected into the soy protein material slurry under pressur as 
the slurry enters the reactor tube, instantly heating the slurry to the desired temperature. The temperature is controlled 
by adjusting the pressure of the injected steam, and preferably is from about 85°C to about 155°C, most preferably 
about f50°C. The slurry is treated at the elevated temperature for about 5 seconds to about 15 seconds, being treated 
50 longer at lower temperatures, with the treatment time being controlled by the flow rate of the slurry through the reactor 
tube. Preferably the flow rate is about 18.5 Ibs./min., and the cook time is about 9 seconds. 

[0032] After being heated to denature the protein material in the slurry, the slurry is cooled to a temperature below 
the gelatinisation temperature of the starch with which the protein material is to be combined. Cooling may be effected 
by conventional methods such as allowing the slurry to stand in ambient temperatures until the slurry has cooled, 
55 refrigerating the slurry, or placing the slurry in an ice bath. 

[0033] In a preferred embodiment, after being jet-cooked the protein material slurry is discharged from the reactor 
tube of the jet-cooker into a vacuumised chamber to flash cool the slurry. The pressure of the slurry is instantly dropped 
to the pressure in the vacuumised chamber, which is preferably about 25 to about 30 mm Hg. The pr ssure drop 
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instantly cools the slurry to a temperature of about 30°C to about 60°C, and to about 55°C when the slurry is treated 
at a temperature of about 1 50°C in th jet-cooking process. 

[0034] After the soy protein material slurry is denatured and cooled, a starch material is combined and mixed with 
the protein material slurry. It is important that the starch material be added to th protein material slurry only after the 
5 temperature of the protein material slurry is below the gelatinisation temperature of the starch material so that the 
starch material is not subjected to temperatures which would prematurely gelatinise the starch. Preferably the starch 
material is added to the protein material slurry when the temperature of the protein material slurry is about 25°C to 
about 45°C. 

[0035] The starch material used to form the protein -starch composition is a naturally occurring starch. The starch 
10 material may be isolated from a variety of plants such as corn, wheat, potato, rice, arrowroot, and cassava by well- 
- known, conventional methods. Starch materials useful in forming the protein-starch composition include the following 

commercially available starches: corn, wheat, potato, rice, high amylose corn, waxy maize, arrowroot, and tapioca. 

Although the starches vary in molecular structure, the starches have similar general functional properties, in particular, 

the capacity to couple with a protein material upon being co-spray dried with the protein material, and the capacity to 
15 gelatinise upon being exposed to temperatures, pressure, or shear sufficient to induce gelatinisation. 

[0036] Preferably the starch material used to form the protein-starch composition is a corn starch or a wheat starch, 

and most preferably is dent corn starch. A preferred dent com starch is commercially available from A. E. Staley Mfg., 

Co. sold as Dent Com Starch, Type IV, Pearl. 

[0037]- The starch material is preferred to be unmodified. Modified starches are defined herein as native starches 
20 which have been chemically or otherwise treated to form a starch derivative. Ivlodified starches often have altered 
properties such as decreased gelling strength or raised gelation temperatures which are not desirable in the protein- 
starch composition of the invention. Although modified starches are generally not preferred for use in the present 
invention, modified starches can be used provided that the modification does not adversely affect the formation of the 
protein -starch composition and its viscosity, or the gelation and emulsion stability properties of a cooked meat emulsion 
25 containing the protein-starch composition. 

[0038] The amount of starch material added to the protein material slurry is selected to provide the desired ratio of 
protein material to starch material. The ratio of protein material to starch material in the slurry is a factor in the gel 
. strength of the protein-starch composition formed from the slurry. Higher levels of starch can increase the gel strength 
of the protein-starch composition. In a preferred embodiment, the starch is added to the protein material slurry so that 
30 the ratio of protein material to starch material in the slurry by dry weight is about 45:60 to about 80:20, and most 
preferably is about 50:50 to about 70:30. 

[0039] The starch material may be added to the protein material slurry dry, or an aqueous slurry of the starch material 
may be formed and then added to the protein material slurry. Preferably, an aqueous slurry is formed of the starch 
material. The starch slurry preferably contains about 20% to about 40% by weight of the starch material, most preferably 
35 about 30% to about 35% by weight of the starch material. 

[0040] Should a slurry be formed of the starch material, the temperature of the starch material slurry must be main- 
tained below the gelation temperature of the starch material, which is typically about 50°C to about 70°C, to prevent 
the starch material from gelatinising. Preferably the starch material is added to cold water and the slurry is maintained 
at ambient temperatures. 

40 ■ [0041] The starch material is mixed in the starch material slurry for a period of time sufficient to thoroughly mix the 
starch material in the slurry with any conventional means for stirring, agitating, or blending the slurry. Gentle agitation 
.. should be continued after the slurry is mixed to prevent the starch material from settling out. Care must be taken in 
mixing and agitating the starch material slurry not to subject the starch material to excessive mechanical shear so the 
starch material is not gelatinised. 

45 [0042] Other materials may be added to the combined protein material and starch material slurry to add desired 
characteristics to the protein-starch composition formed from the slurry. For example, gums such as guar gum or other 
compounds such as trisodium phosphate, sodium tripolyphosphate, or sodium acid pyrophosphate may be added to 
modify the flow characteristics of the protein -starch composition. 

[0043] The slurry containing the protein material and the starch material may be mixed by any conventional means 
so for mixing, blending, or sorting slurries containing significant amounts of suspended solids. Preferably, the protein 
material and starch material are mixed in an agitating tank. The slurry should be thoroughly mixed until the slurry is a 
homogenous mixture of the protein material and starch material. Water may be added to the combined slurries to adjust 
the level of suspended solids in the combined slurries to a level which may be easily handled in a spray drying operation. 
Preferably the level of suspended solids in the combined slurries is about 5% to about 25% by weight, and more 
55 preferably is from about 1 4% to about 1 7% by weight. 

[0044] The combined slurry of starch material and protein material is then spray dried to form the protein-starch 
composition. The slurry is spray-dried under conditions which cause the protein material and the starch material to 
couple together and form a complex where the starch material remains substantially in its native non-gelatinised state. 
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As shown in Fig. 1 , some of the starch material is at least partially encapsulated in protein when the protein material 
and starch mat rial are spray dried together. Preferably a majority of the starch material is encapsulated in the protein 
material, and most preferably substantially all of the starch material is encapsulated in the protein material. 
[0045] Th spray-dry conditions should be moderate to avoid gelatinising the starch, so the resulting protein-starch 
composition will have a low viscosity when rehydrated. Preferably the spray-dryer is a co-current flow dryer where hot 
inlet air and the protein-starch slurry, atomised by being injected into dryer under pressure through an atomiser, pass 
through the dryer in a co-current flow. The protein -starch composition formed by spray-drying the slurry in a co-current 
flow dryer is not subject to heat degradation or starch gelatin isation since the evaporation of water from the starch and 
protein materials cools the materials as they dry. 

[0046] In a preferred embodiment, the slurry of protein and starch materials is injected into the dryerthrough a nozzle 
atomiser. Although a nozzle atomiser is preferred, other spray-dryer atomisers, such as a rotary atomiser, may be 
utilised. The slurry is injected into the dryer under enough pressure to atomise the slurry. Preferably the slurry is at- 
omised under a pressure of about 3000 psig to about 4000 psig, and most preferably about 3500 psig. 
[0047] Hot air is injected into the dryer through a hot air inlet located so the hot air entering the dryer flows co-currently 
with the atomised protein -starch mixture sprayed from the atomiser. The hot air has a temperature of about 550° F to 
about 600°F, and preferably has a temperature of about 555°F to about 570°F. 

[0048] The protein-starch composition is collected from the spray dryer. Conventional means and methods of col- 
lecting spray-dried materials may be used to collect the protein -starch composition, including cyclones, bag fitters, 
electrostatic precipitators, and gravity collection. 

[0049] The collected protein -starch composition can be used to form a meat emulsion containing the protein-starch 
composition and a meat material. An aqueous mixture of the protein-starch composition and a meat material is formed 
and the protein-starch composition and meat material are ground or chopped together according to conventional meth- 
ods for blending protein and meat materials to form the meat emulsion. 

[0050] The meat material can be a meat useful for forming sausages, frankfurters, or other meat products formed 
by filling a casing with meat material, or can be a meat such as pork, chicken or beef useful in ground meat applications 
such as hamburgers, meat loaf, and minced meat products. Particularly useful meat materials include mechanically 
deboned meat from chicken, beef, and pork, pork trimmings, beef trimmings, and pork backfat. 
[0051] The ratio of meat material and the protein-starch composition in the slurry is selected to provide a meat emul- 
sion having meat-like characteristics. Preferably the protein-starch composition provides about 10% to about 20% of 
the total protein in the meat emulsion, most preferably about 10% to about 15%, and comprises about 2% to about 7% 
of the meat emulsion, including the water, by weight. Preferably the meat material comprises about 40% to about 60% 
of the meat emulsion by weight, and the water comprises about 30% to about 40% of the meat emulsion by weight. 
[0052] The slurry of the protein-starch composition and meat material is blended thoroughly to form the meat emul- 
sion. The slurry is blended by stirring, agitating, or mixing the slurry for a period of time sufficient to form a homogenous 
meat emulsion. Excessive shear and temperatures above the gelation temperature of the starch in the protein-starch 
composition should be avoided while blending the slurry so the starch in the protein-starch composition will not become 
gelatinised. 

[0053] Conventional means for stirring, agitating, or mixing the slurry may be used to effect the blending. Preferred 
means for blending the meat emulsion are a cutter bowl which chops the materials in the slurry with a knife, and a 
mixer/emulsifier which grinds the materials in the slurry. A preferred cutter bowl is the Hobart Food Cutter Model No. 
841 42 with 1 725 rpm shaft speed. 

[0054] After the slurry has been blended to form a meat emulsion containing the protein-starch composition, the 
meat emulsion may be used to form meat products. The meat emulsion may be used to stuff meat casings to form 
sausages, frankfurters, and similar products. The meat emulsions may also be used to form ground meat products 
such as hamburgers, meat loaf, and other minced meat products. 

[0055] A meat emulsion containing the protein-starch composition is relatively low in viscosity since aqueous mixtures 
containing the protein -starch composition are not particularly viscous. An aqueous slurry of a protein -starch composition 
containing about 10% to about 20% of the composition, where the starch in the protein -starch composition is a corn 
starch, may have a Brookfield viscosity of about 500 centipoise to about 1 1 ,000 centipoise at about 25°C, and about 
80 centipoise to about 6O0rJcentipoise at about 60°C. An aqueous slurry of a protein-starch composition containing 
about 10% to about 20% of the composition, where the starch in the protein-starch composition is a wheat starch, may 
have a Brookfield viscosity of about 200 centipoise to about 4000 centipoise at about 25°C, and about 50 centipoise 
to about 700 centipoise at about 60°C. 

[0056] A meat emulsion formed of the protein-starch composition and a meat material also has a relatively high gel 
strength upon being cooked, which provides the cooked meat emulsion with a desirable firm texture. 
[0057] The present invention is illustrated in more detail by the following examples using a soy protein isolate as the 
protein material. The examples are intended to be illustrative, and should not b interpreted as limiting or otherwise 
restricting in scope of the invention in any way. 
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EXAMPLE 1 



[0058] A protein-starch composition is formed according to the process of the present invention with a com starch. 
60 lbs of soy protein isolate "SUPRO 500E" from Protein Technologies International, Inc. is slurried in 333 pounds of 
5 70°F water to form a prot in mat rial slurry having a total solids content of 14.5%. 1 96 lbs of the slurry are treated at 
285°F+5°F for 9 seconds ± 1 second under pressure to denature the protein, and then the slurry is flash cooled by 
being ejected into a vacuumised chamber having a vacuum of about 25 Hg. 

[0059] A starch slurry is formed by adding 20 lbs of dent corn starch, type IV, pearl from A. E. Staley Mfg. Co. lo 31 
lbs of cold water. The slurry is agitated in an agitating tank until the slurry becomes homogenous. 
w [0060] About 40 lbs of the denatured protein slurry and about 1 3 lbs of the corn starch slurry are mixed together until 
the protein and starch slurries are homogenised. The protein-starch slurry is spray dried in a co-current type spray 
dryer at an atomisation pressure of 3500 psig through a 30SDX nozzle, a feed temperature of 130°F maximum, and 
an exhaust air temperature of 200°F maximum. A spray dried protein-starch composition formed according to the 
process of the present invention having a protein rstarch ratio of about 55:45 is collected from the spray dryer. 

15 

EXAMPLE 2 

[0061 ] A frankfurter meat emulsion containing a protein-starch composition formed according to the present invention 
is produced. A protein-starch composition is formed in a manner similar to the protein-starch composition of Example 

20 1 , but having a proteimstarch ratio of about 52:48. Beef trimmings, pork backfat, porktrimmings, water, modified food 
starch, a small amount of oils, seasonings, and preservatives, and the protein-starch composition are introduced into 
a chopper bowl. The components are present in the following percentages, by weight: protein-starch composition 2%, 
beef trimmings 22.9%, pork trimmings 21%, pork backfat 5%, water 36.4%, modified food starch 7%, oils and season- 
ings 5.7%. The mixture is chopped in the chopper bowl to sufficiently to form a meat emulsion. The meat emulsion is 

25 stuffed into casings suitable for forming frankfurters, and the stuffed casings are cooked to prepare the frankfurters. 

EXAMPLE 3 

[0062] A protein-starch composition is formed according to the present invention with a wheat starch 88 lbs of soy 
30 protein isolate M SUPRO 500E" from Protein Technologies International, Inc. is slurried in 488 lbs of 70°F water to form 
a protein material slurry having a total solids content of about 1 4.5%. The slurry is treated at 305°F±5°F for 9 seconds 
± 1 second and under pressure to denature the protein, and then the slurry is flash cooled by being ejected into a 
vacuumised chamber having a vacuum of about 25 Hg. 

[0063] A wheat starch slurry is formed by adding 59 lbs of wheat starch to cold water to form a starch slurry of about 

35 32% total solids. The starch slurry is mixed until it becomes homogenous. 

[0064] About 44 lbs of the denatured protein slurry is added to the starch slurry and the combined slurry is mixed 
until the protein and the starch are homogeneously mixed in the slurry. The protein-starch slurry is spray-dried in a co- 
current type spray dryer at an atomisation pressure of 3500 psig through a 30SDX nozzle, at a feed temperature of 
130°F maximum, and at an exhaust temperature of 200°F maximum. A spray-dried protein-starch composition formed 

40 according to the present invention is collected from the spray-dryer. 

EXAMPLE 4 

[0065] The viscosity of the protein -starch compositions formed in Example 1 and Example 3 is measured. The vis- 
45 cosity of each composition is measured at 10%, 12.5%, 15%, and 20% aqueous slurries of the composition at 25°C 
and at 60°C using a Brookfield LVT viscometer. The results are set forth in Table 1 . 



TABLE 1 



^ - Viscosity (cps) 


Sample 


10% slurry 


12.5% slurry 


15% slurry 


20% slurry 


Protein-corn starch 25°C 


547 


877 


2517 


10716 


Protein-corn starch 60°C 


80 


218 


522 


5733 


Protein -wheat starch 25°C 


204 


498 


450 


3716 


Protein-wheat starch 60°C 


53 


123 


230 


670 
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EXAMPLE 5 

[0066] The gel strength of the prot in-starch compositions formed in Example 1 and Exampl 3 is measured. Each 
composition is mixed with water at a ratio of 1 part of the composition to 6 parts of water, by weight, to a total weight 
of 2700 grams. The gel strength of each composition having added salt, and having no salt added is measured upon 
being cooked under pasteurising conditions and under retort conditions. The measured gel strengths are set forth in 
Table 2. 



TABLE 2 



Gel Strength (g) 


Sample 


Pasteurised, no salt 


Pasteurised, salt 


Retorted, no salt 


Retorted, salt 


Protein -corn starch 


877 


1021 


289 


976 


Protein -wheat starch 


715 


1191 


465 


1276 



EXAMPLE 6 

[0067] A comparison is made of the viscosity and gel strength of protein-starch compositions having different protein: 

20 starch ratios, where the protein-starch compositions are formed according to the p^eseot invention. 

[0068] An aqueous slurry of soy protein isolate is formed by adding 1 32 lbs. of "Supro 500E B soy protein isolate from 
Protein Technologies International, Inc. to 704 lbs. of water, the water having a temperature of about 85°F. The protein 
slurry is mixed thoroughly for 45 minutes and then is treated at a temperature of about 305°F for about 9 seconds 
under pressure to denature the protein. The slurry is flash cooled to a temperature of about 1 30° F by ejecting the slurry 

25 into a vacuumised chamber having a pressure of about 26 mm Hg. 

[0069] To compare the effect of varying protein :starch ratios on viscosity and gel strength of protein-starch comp - 
sitions formed according to the present invention, the cooked protein slurry is divided into three parts ("I", "ll M , "III") 
where protein-starch compositions of decreasing protein:starch ratios of 75:25, 70:30, and 42:58 are formed from parts 
l-lll of the protein slurry, respectively. 

30 [0070] Part I is formed by separating 1 50 lbs of the protein slurry, adding 7.2 lbs of corn dent starch, and mixing the 
resulting protein-starch slurry for 20 minutes. Part II is formed by separating 125 lbs of the protein slurry, adding a 
slurry of corn dent starch formed of 1 2.6 lbs of corn dent starch and 26 lbs of water to the protein slurry, and mixing 
the resulting protein-starch slurry for 20 minutes. Part III is formed by separating about 100 lbs of the protein slurry, 
adding a slurry of com dent starch formed of 1 9.4 lbs of the starch and 60 lbs of water to the protein slurry, and mixing 

35 the resulting protein-starch slurry for about 20 minutes. 

[0071] Slurries l-lll are then separately spray dried in a co-current type spray dryer. Each slurry is fed through an 
atomising nozzle at a pressure of about 3500 psig and is atomised into the spray dryer. The drying air blown through 
the air inlet of the spray dryer is set to a temperature of about 550°F, which is sufficient to cause the protein and starch 
in slurries l-l II to interact to form protein-starch compositions l-lll without causing substantial gelatinisation of the starch. 

40 Each of the slurries l-lll is dried in the spray dryer to a moisture content of about 5%. About 5 lbs to about 10 lbs of 
spray-dried material is recovered from each slurry. 

[0072] The viscosity and gel strength characteristics are determined for the protein-starch compositions l-lll. To de- 
termine the viscosity of the protein compositions MM, a 10% aqueous solution is formed of each, and viscosity of each 
is measured using a Brookfield viscometer at about 25°C. 
45 [0073] The results of the viscosity and gel strength measurements for the protein compositions Ml I are set forth in 
Table 3 below. 



TABLE 3 



Assay 


Sample 1 75:25 prot/ 
starch 


Sample II 70:30 prot/ 
starch 


' Sample III 42:58 prot/ 
starch . 


Viscosity (centipoise) 


900 


580 


160 


Instron gel strength-past, 
no salt (grams) 


640 


760 


880 


Instron gel strength-past, 
salt (grams) 


880 


930 


1960 
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EXAMPLE 7 



[0074] A comparison is made of the relative viscosities of a protein -corn starch composition made according to th 
present invention and a protein-com starch composition containing substantially gelatinised starch. A non-gelatinised 
5 protein-starch composition made according to the present invention is formed as described above in Example 1. An- 
other protein-starch composition is formed in a substantially similar manner, except that the starch slurry is mixed with 
the protein material slurry before treating' the protein material slurry at 285°F±5°F for 9 seconds ± 1 second under 
pressure so the starch will gelatinise and form a complex with the protein during heating. 

[0075] 10%, 12.5%, and 1 5% aqueous solutions are formed of the non-gelatinised protein-starch composition and 
io the gelatinised protein-starch composition. The Brookfield viscosity of each solution is determined at 25°C and 60°C. 
-- The results are set forth in Table 4. 



TABLE 4 



Viscosity (cps) 


Sample 


10% solution 


12.5% solution 


1 5% solution 


Non-gelatinised (25°C) 


547 


877 


2517 


Gelatinised (25°C) 


650 


2175 


10100 


Non-gelatinised (60°C) 


80 


218 


r " 522 


Gelatinised (60°C) 


1900 


6350 


17700 



[0076] The protein-starch composition of the present invention is substantially less viscous than a gelatinised protein- 
starch complex. The less viscous protein-starch composition is more easily handled in processing than the viscous 
gelatinised material. 



EXAMPLE 8 

[0077] A comparison is made of the relative gel strengths of a protein-wheat starch composition made according to 
the present invention and a dry-blend of a protein-wheat starch. A protein-starch composition made according to the 
present invention is formed as described above in Example 3 (Protein-Starch Composition), where the resulting product 
contains 56% protein, by weight, on a dry basis. A dry-blend of soy protein isolate and wheat starch is made by dry- 
blending soy protein isolate and wheat starch (Dry Blend), where the resulting product contains 57.6% protein, by 
weight, on dry basis. The gel strength of the Protein-Starch Composition and the Dry Blend are measured. The results 
are set forth in Table 5. 



TABLE 5 



Gel Strength (g) 


Sample 


Pasteurised, no salt 


Pasteurised, Salt 


Retorted, no salt 


Retorted, salt 


Protein-Starch 


715 


1192 


465 


1276 


Dry Blend 


403 


965 


0-(not measurable) 


838 



[0078] The protein-starch composition of the present invention has higher gel strength than a dry blend of a protein 
material and a starch after cooking for all measured types of cooking. The protein-starch material, therefore, can provide 
a more firm texture to a meat emulsion upon cooking than a dry blend of protein and starch. 

EXAMPLE 9 

50 

[0079] A comparison is made of the viscosity and gel strength of a soy protein isolate, a co-dried wheat flour and 
soy protein composition, and a co-dried wheat starch and soy protein material formed according to the present inven- 
tion. 

[0080] 84 lbs. of soy protein isolate "SUPRO 500E" from Protein Technologies International, Inc. is slurried in 492 
lbs. of 70°F water to form a protein material slurry having a total solids content of about 14.4%. The slurry is treated 
at 287°F for 9 seconds under pressure to denature the protein, and then the slurry is flash cooled by being ejected 
into a vacuumised chamber having a vacuum of about 26 Hg. 
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[0081] An aqueous wheat starch slurry containing 30.7% wheat starch is formed by adding 13.5 lbs of wheat starch 
to 44 lbs. of water and thoroughly mixing the wheat starch in the water. A separate aqueous wheat flour slurry containing 
31 .9% wheat flour is also formed by adding 14.4 lbs. of wheat flour to 45.1 lbs. of water and mixing thoroughly 
[0082] Th denatured soy protein slurry is divided into three portions, one of which is mixed with the aqueous wheat 
5 starch slurry, another of which is mixed with the aqueous wheat flour slurry, and the last of which is maintained with 
just the denatured soy protein isolate therein. 140 lbs. of the denatur d soy protein isolate slurry containing 21 lbs. of 
soy protein isolate solids is mixed with the wheat starch slurry, and 126 lbs of the denatured soy protein isolate slurry 
containing 1 9 lbs. of soy protein isolate solids is mixed with the wheat flour slurry. 

[0083] The wheat starch/soy protein isolate slurry, the wheat flour/soy protein isolate slurry, and the remaining de- 
*0 natured soy protein isolate slurry are then spray dried in a co-current type spray drier. Each slurry is spray dried at an 
atomisation pressure of 3500 psig at feed temperatures from 1 1 4° F to 1 25°F, at inlet temperatures from 503°F to 5 11 ° F, 
and at a maximum exhaust temperature of 200°F. Thirty lbs. of the co-dried wheat starch/protein material is collected, 
27 lbs. of the co-dried wheat flour/protein material is collected, and 7.5 lbs. of the spray dried soy protein isolate is 
collected. 

15 [0084] The viscosity of the wheat starch/protein material, the wheat flour/protein material, and the soy protein isolate 
samples are compared at 25°C and 60°C with 10%, 12.5%, 15% and 20% aqueous slurries of the respective samples 
using a Brookfield LVT viscometer. The results are set forth in Table 6. 



TABLE 6 



Viscosity (cps) 3 


Sample 


Wheat starch/protein 


Wheat flour/protein 


Protein only 


25°C 








10% slurry 


204 


400 


1450 


12.5% slurry 


498 


843 


6350 


15% slurry 


451 


1803 


13100 


20% slurry 


3717 


5300 


50000 


60°C 








10% slurry 


53 


40 


553 


12.5% slurry 


123 


87 


1933 


15% slurry 


230 


431 


27000 


20% slurry 


670 


7266 


50000 



[0085] As can be seen by comparing the viscosities of the samples, the co-dried wheat starch/protein material pro- 
vides consistently low viscosity, and is less viscous than the co-dried wheat flour/protein material, particularly in higher 
solids slurries. Both the co-dried wheat starch/protein and co-dried wheat flour/protein materials are considerably less 
viscous than slurries of the spray dried protein material. 
40 [0086] The gel strengths of the co-dried wheat starch/protein material, the co-dried wheat flour/protein material, and 
the dried protein material samples are also compared. Each sample is mixed with water at a ratio of 1 part of the sample 
material to 6 parts of water, by weight, to a total of 2700 grams. The gel strength of each sample having added salt, 
and having no salt added is measured upon being cooked under pasteurising conditions and under retort conditions. 
The measured gel strengths are set forth in Table 7. 

45 



TABLE 7 



Gel Strength (g) 


Sample 


Wheat starch/protein 


Wheat flour/protein 


Protein only 


Pasteurised 








Salt Added 


1192 


772 


972 


No Salt 


715 


■ 442 


567 


Ret rted 








Salt Added . 


1277 


829 


1055 


No Salt 


465 


454 


460 
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[0087] As can be seen by comparing the gel strengths of the samples, the co-dried wheat starch/protein material 
provides better gel strength upon cooking under all conditions than the co-dried wheat flour/protein material and the 
spray dried protein material. The gel strength provided by the co-dried wheat starch/protein material is significantly 
greater than the gel strength of the other samples under most of the cooking conditions. 

5 [00881 In the above Examples, the viscosity of each of the above protein-starch compositions is measured using a 
Brookfield LVT viscometer (available from Brookfield Engineering Laboratories Inc., Stoughton, Mass). 
[0089] Gel strengths in the Examples above are measured in the following manner. A gel is initially formed of a 
composition by mixing the dry composition with water in a 1:6 ratio, preferably to a total weight of 2700 grams, then 
thoroughly chopping the resulting mixture for about 10 minutes in a chopper bowl, preferably a Hobart Food Cutter 

10 Model No. 84142 with 1725 rpm shaft speed. Salt may be added to the gel after about 5 minutes of chopping, if th 
gel strength to be measured is the gel strength with salt added. About 28 grams of salt are added per 1400 grams of 
gel. The gel is then placed in a can, preferably a 3-piece 307mm x 113mm aluminium can, packed into the can, and 
the can is sealed. 

[0090] The resulting canned gel is cooked by being pasteurised or retorted. To pasteurise a gel, the can of gel is 
is placed in boiling water for about 30 minutes. The can is then removed and cooled for 30 minutes under cold tap water, 
.and then is refrigerated for 1 6 to 24 hours. To retort a gel, a can of gel is placed in a retort chamber capable of providing 
temperatures of 23q*F. The can of gel is retorted at 230°F for about 70 minutes, then is removed and cooled under 
cold tap water for about 30 minutes, followed by refrigeration for about 16 to 24 hours. 

[0091] After refrigeration a can of pasteurised or retorted gel is placed in a 25°C-30°C water bath for about 2-3 hours 
20 to achieve thermal equilibrium. The gel is prepared for gel strength measuremenf by removing the gel from the can, 
leaving the gel sitting on the bottom lid of the can. 

[0092] Gel strength is measured with an Instron Universal Testing Instrument, Model No. 1 122 with a 36 mm probe. 
The probe is driven into each gel until the gel breaks, which is marked by a peak on a recorder. The amount of force 
required to break the gel is determined from the distance the probe is driven into the gel prior to the gel breaking. The 
25 gel strength is determined from the force required to break the gel according to the following formula: Gel Strength 
(grams) - (F/100)(G)(454), where F = point of gel fracture in chart units; 100 = total number of chart units; G = full 
scale load in pounds at a full scale load dial reading of "x 10"; and 454 = number of grams per pound. The point of gel 
fracture in chart units (F) is determined by drawing a tangent to the upper portion of the peak on the chart, and parallel 
to the slope. 

30 



Claims 

1 . A protein-starch composition capable of forming a firm gel upon cooking, comprising, a denatured protein material 
35 and a starch material, where said protein material and said starch material are complexed and said starch material 

is in a substantially non-gelatmised state. 

2. A composition according to Claim 1 , wherein at least some of said starch material is partially encapsulated in said 
protein material. 

40 

3. A composition according to Claim 2, wherein at least a majority of said starch material is encapsulated in said 
protein material. 

4. A composition according to Claim 3, wherein substantially all of said starch material is encapsulated in said protein 
& material. 

5. A composition according to any one of the preceding Claims, additionally comprising at least one of guar gum, 
trisodium phosphate, sodium tripolyphosphate, and sodium acid pyrophosphate. 

50 6. A composition accorcfrrtg to any one of the preceding Claims, wherein said protein material is present in said 
composition in a ratio of protein material to said starch material of about 45:65 to about 80:20 by dry weight. 

7. A composition according to Claim 6, wherein said protein material is present in said composition in a ratio of protein 
material to said starch material of about 50:50 to about 70:30 by dry weight. 



55 



8. A composition according to any one of the preceding Claims, wherein said starch is at least one of com starch, 
potato starch, wheat starch, rice starch, arrowroot, tapioca starch, and mixtures thereof. 
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9. A composition according to Claim 8, wherein said starch is a corn starch. 

10. A composition according to Claim 8, wherein said starch is a wheat starch. 

5 11. A composition according to any one of the preceding Claims, wherein said protein material is not excessively 
soluble in water at neutral pH conditions. 

12. A composition according to Claim 11 , wherein proteins in said protein material have an average associated mo- 
lecular weight greater than 30,000 daltons. 

10 

13. A composition according to Claim 12, wherein proteins in said protein material have an average associated mo- 
lecular weight greater than 100,000 daltons. 

14. A composition according to Claim 13, wherein proteins in said protein material have an average associated mo- 
*5 lecular weight between about 1 00,000 and about 360,000 daltons. 

15. A composition according to any one of the preceding Claims, wherein said protein material is at least one of an 
animal protein, a vegetable protein, and mixtures thereof. 

20 16. A composition according to Claim 15, wherein said protein material is casein. ^ " ; 

17. A composition according to Claim 15, wherein said protein material is a vegetable protein material derived from 
one or more of peas, wheat, or rapeseed. 

25 18. a composition according to Claim 15, wherein said protein material is a soy protein material. 

19. A composition according to Claim 18, wherein said soy protein material is at least one of a soy protein isolate, a 
soy protein concentrate, or a soy flour. 

30 20. A composition according to any one of the preceding Claims, which, as an aqueous solution containing 15% of 
the composition by weight has a Brookfield viscosity no greater than 5000 cps at 25°C. 

21. A composition according to Claim 20, wherein said aqueous solution has a Brookfield viscosity of from 300 to 5000 
cps at 25°C. 

35 

22. A meat emulsion, comprising: a protein-starch composition according to any one of the preceding Claims; and a 
meat material which is blended with said protein-starch composition. 

23. A meat emulsion according to Claim 22, wherein said meat material is at least one of mechanically deboned 
40 chicken, mechanically deboned beef, mechanically deboned pork : pork trimmings, beef trimmings, and pork back- 
fat. 

24. A meat emulsion according to Claim 22 or Claim 23, wherein said protein-starch composition comprises about 2% 
to about 7% of said meat emulsion by weight. 

45 

25. A meat emulsion according to any one of Claims 22 to 24, wherein said protein -starch composition provides about 
10% to about 20% of the total protein in said meat emulsion. 

26. A rtieat emulsion according to any one of Claims 22 to 25, wherein said meat material comprises about 40% to 
50 about 60% of said rnSat emulsion by weight. 

27. A process for forming a protein -starch composition according to any one of Claims 1 to 21 , comprising: 

forming an aqueous slurry of a protein material; 

55 

treating said slurry at a temp ratur and for a tim effective to denature said protein material; 

adding a non-gelatinised starch material to said slurry of denatured protein material at a slurry temperature 
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below the gelatinisation temperature of said starch material; and 

spray-drying said slurry of denatured protein material and said starch material under conditions sufficient to 
substantially complex said protein material and said starch material yet insufficient to substantially gelatinise 
5 the starch material. 

28. A process according to Claim 27, wherein said slurry of protein material is formed to contain about 2% to about 
30% by weight of said protein material. 

10 29. A process according to Claim 27 or Claim 28, wherein said slurry is treated at a temperature of about 85°C to 
about 155°C for a period of about 5 seconds to about 15 seconds to denature said protein material. 

30. A process according to Claim 27 or Claim 28, wherein said slurry is treated at a temperature of at least about 
121 °C for a period of at least 5 seconds to denature said protein material. 

15 

31. A process according to Claim 27, wherein said non-gelatinised starch material added to said slurry of denatured 
protein material is an aqueous slurry of a non-gelatinised starch containing about 20% to about 40% by weight of 
said non-gelatinised starch material. 

20 32. A process for forming a low viscosity meat emulsion which attains a high gel ftrerfgth and emulsion stability upon 
cooking, comprising: 

providing a protein-starch composition according to any one of Claims 1 to 21. containing a starch material 
complexed with a protein material with said starch material being substantially in its native non-gelatinised 
25 conformation; 

forming an aqueous mixture containing said protein -starch composition and a meat material; and 

blending said mixture of said protein-starch composition and meat material under 

conditions insufficient to gelatinise said starch material in said protein-starch composition to form a meat emulsion. 

33. A process according to Claim 32, wherein said aqueous mixture of said protein-starch composition and meat 
material contains about 2% to about 7% by weight of said protein-starch composition. 

34. A process according to Claim 32, wherein said meat material is a ground meat or a cured meat. 

35. A process according to Claim 32, further comprising stuffing a casing with said meat emulsion. 

40 



30 



35 
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